Stephen & Harriet Myers Letters

Stephen Myers and his wife Harriet were abolitionists and agents of the Underground Railroad through
the 1830's-1850's. Stephen was also the editor of multiple abolitionist newspapers such as The Northern
Star and The Impartial Citizen. Both Harriet and Stephen corresponded with John Jay Il on matters
related to the Underground Railroad. John Jay Homestead owns three such letters.
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Transcription:

Ne 10 LDark St.

sontislevery ol fic Albany Decem 17 1860
B o

My, Jay 3ir I should like to trouble you Sir for alx copys of your
gpaech delivered at Westchester T suppose you hsve some in pamphleb
form T have had one copy sent to we from New York. I promised the
Hon. John J. Foobt (2) of Madison County and Senator Williams of
Lyons to send them two copys each Providing T could get them 1f Mr,
Jay has any I would be extremely oblidged bto him if he wonld send

me a few copys,

Duaring the last eight weeks thelr has more fugitives escapsed from
the south than their have in sny four wonths before thelr has more
come a way in vessels this season than in any former seasson asnd have
landed in eastern ports many have landed in Nantucket and Norwich
week befprs last two from south careling snd one from Georglz last
Sunday we had eight in one party men women and children thers is three
here to night who came here on Saturday ons Baltlwore county MD two

from Charleston PA T send you s wemorandum of this family that have

gone safe into Canada,
) My, Jay Sir

T have a smart and spritely grandson about four months old I have
taken the 1liberty to name bhim Williswm John Jay Mysrs I desire to
have one colored chllde to bare that name

Your Humbls gervant

Stephen Myors



I would say to the friends of the cause in Albany and elsewhere, that the con

S

g o - - : o217

- s 70 2 7T s / DR AR LTt 3™ - -
,;”, Ul on, o Lo e Argga- ML LS TU LTI 7o N S QIR AN ST <3
g £ ey ' : :

7 moit ooy srad Asdmpn =it 0 /omiel

et L I

-

i

Transcription:




Personal Note from Stephen Myers, Superintendent of the Underground Railroad Depot in Albany,
to John Jay 11

Handwritten by someone other than Myers on the back of the January 1, 1860 publication of the
Albany Anti-Slavery Office’s Anti-Slavery Reporter

Collection of John Jay Homestead State Historic Site

Albany Jany the 2 1860

Mr John Jay esq | send this circular Sir to wish you a happy New Year together with your family and
hoping that god will spare you and yours to see a many a happy new year [ hav added up the number of
fugitives that I hav received in eight years fed and lodged their has been more in the last three years than
their has been in Six years previous we had six men arrive Sunday the first day of the year 1860 last
year we had three on the first day of the six that arrived on Sunday tow came from Norfolk on a vessel to
Stonington tow from fairfase Va tow from Baltimore Maryland  Mr Jay Sir | was very sorry to hear of
the Death of Mr Sedwick I had not heard that he was sick. I lived with his father tow months in 1820 you
hav my thanks for the many past favours you hav renderd me and the Bonds men in his flight to Canada
Your obediant Serv S Myers
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Transcription:

Note — this letter was incorrectly addressed to William Jay; Harriet was in fact writing to John Jay Il

Albany August the 20th 1860
Antislavery office No 10 Lark St

Mr. WP Jay esq ESir

the two fugltives arrived here that you sent and I sent them imme-
diately on their rout for Canmada in t%ﬁg month we has had ten we

hav sent on the two' that you sent sir""“Had some mony th%ﬁ saig that
you gave them some they had enough to get to Canada but™¢h&8#h€Tnone
Mr Myers is not home he is at Lake George this season as butler an
you see sir I has tp attend to the fugitives mself I was very thank-
full that you gave gome aide for it was on Saterday they came and

it would hav been difficult to get mony to send them on that day

and itlShard to get mony for the fugitive for it seems that Predudist
(prejudice) against our class grows sﬁronger evry day and yet we

hav a few good freinds that feel fortleBleeding slave that comes Pantting
at their doors I thank you for all the favours you has done for the
downtrodden that come to this offlce may god bless you sir and your
Posterity ‘ :

Yours from the Oppressd

Harriet . Myers



