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John Jay was one of America’s principal Founding Fathers. Jay held
more roles in the government then any other founder and served in both
the New York State and Federal governments. In 1774 Jay was working
as a lawyer in New York City when he first became active in early
revolutionary actions.

Jay’s first role during the revolution was as a member of the New York
Commuittee of Correspondence, serving as its secretary in 1774.

Committees of Correspondence were the American colonies’ first
institution for maintaining communication with one another. They were
organized in the decade before the Revolution, when the deteriorating
relationship with Great Britain made it increasingly important for the
colonies to share 1deas and information.
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Battle of Bunker Hill

Jay represented the conservative faction of the
committee that was interested in protecting
property rights and in preserving the rule of
law. He acknowledged British violations of
American rights, but hoped for a peaceful
resolution. However, events including the
Battle of Bunker Hill, the Boston Massacre
and the burning of Norfolk pushed Jay toward
supporting independence.

Jay evolved into first a moderate, and then an
ardent Patriot, after all attempts to reconcile
with Britain were unsuccessful. He then
became wholly dedicated to the revolutionary
cause.



John Jay is often credited with being the
father of American counterintelligence. As
the head of the Commuittee for Detecting
and Defeating Conspiracies, it was Jay’s
responsibility to prevent intelligence
gathering by enemy forces, recruit and
direct spies, and conduct trials of captured
British agents.

One of Jay’s early jobs during the
revolution was to attend social functions
and look for suspicious activity. One such
activity was the drinking of tea; and on
more than one occasion Jay reported ladies
who were seen drinking it.

It was thought that if one was openly
drinking tea they were clearly loyal to the
king and to England since colonists who
were in favor of independence were
boycotting the beverage.




Jay also believed that the government
had great discretion when it came to
matters of intelligence and national
security. In response to George
Washi ngtonds sugg
Information about intelligence

victories be revealed to the public as a
way to raise moral, Jay responded,

“The intelligence alluded to, is unfortunately
of such a nature as to render Secrecy

necessary.”’

March 3, 1779



John Jay was a devoutly religious man. Raised
in the Anglican church, Jay focused on religion
and religious freedoms for most of his life.
John’s paternal grandfather Augustus had been
a Huguenot who fled France in the late 17th
century. French protestants suffered heavy
persecution at the hands of the church and the
government.

After arriving in America, Augustus joined the
Anglican church.
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During the revolution, Jay was
instrumental in New York State
politics and was the principal author
of its constitution in 1777. When the
draft left committee and was
submitted to the floor of the state
legislature it called for “the free
toleration of religious professionals and
worship be forever allowed with in this
state to all mankind.”

Jay felt that was too broad and that
religious freedom should not be
extended to sects whose doctrines
were, “inconsistent with the safety of civil
society.”

When that motion did not pass, Jay
went even further calling for it to be
the state’s right to deprive citizens of
land ownership or participation in
government unless they took an oath
of allegiance to the state stating that
no pope or priest or other body had
more authority then New York. This
motion was swiftly rejected.







