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Jay also believed that the government 

had great discretion when it came to 

matters of  intelligence and national 

security.  In response to George 

Washington’s suggestion that 

information about intelligence 

victories be revealed to the public as a 

way to raise moral, Jay responded, 
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John Jay grew up in a slave owning 

environment that continued to flourish 

during the American Revolution. 

Despite frequent calls to use 

governmental authority to end slavery, 

Jay owned slaves before, during, and 

after the American Revolution.

When the Jays left for Europe in 1779 

they took with them a slave named 

Abbe, who served as Sarah Jay’s 

personal maid. Abbe belonged to the 

Livingston family and had been with 

Sarah for many years.

Sarah Jay wrote:







Despite frequent requests to return to the Jay home, Abbe chose to 

remain in jail.  She stated she would only return once the French woman 

was removed from the household.  In her letters, Sarah Jay could not 

comprehend why Abbe would choose to stay in prison and not come 

home.

After becoming ill in prison and not recovering, Abbe agreed to return to 

the Jay house.  Abbe’s health never improved, and she died a short time 

later.














