John Jay and
nis Huguenot
Heritage
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Founding Fathers. He served in more
political offices then any of his
contemporaries and many of his ideas
were used to help shape the nation.

John Jay believed strongly that individua

should have both political and religious
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Huguenots who had spent over a hundre

)t;e?r? being persecuted for their religious
eliefs.




o Huguenots were French Protestants
T e LA e . . e who lived in France during the 16th
1 4 Ve . and 17th centuries. Following the
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C W s B esaste ol were frequently forced to worship in
O 0 L WEEE el ERe o7 8 their homes due to France being a
Catholic country. A number of violent

uprisings occurred, leading many
Huguenot families to flee France and
create settlements in other parts of
the world.

The most violent of these events was
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On August 23rd, 1572, King Charles IX
of France, under the influence of his
mother, Catherine de Medici, ordered
the assassination of Huguenot
Protestant leaders in Paris, setting off a
chain reaction that results in the
massacre of tens of thousands of
Huguenots all across France.




Once the killing started, mobs of Catholic Parisians, began a
general massacre of Huguenots. Charles issued a royal order on
August 2% to halt the killings, but his pleas went unheeded as
the killing spread. Mass slaughter continued into October
throughout France. An estimated 3,000 French Protestants were
killed in Paris, and as many as 70,000 in all of France.
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of religious civil war in France. It also led to the first wave of
Huguenots fleeing France for England, Germany and the
Netherlands.
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In April 1598, King Henry of France
¢ signed the Edict of Nantes. The Edict
= gave French Protestants the same civil
rights as Catholics. The primary intenti
was to stop the religious war in France.
While Catholicism was still the official
religion in France, Huguenots were free
to practice their religion and hold any jol
that was available to Catholic citizens.

Edict of Nantes



Teapot by Huguenot silversmith PaulLdenerie

Peace was restored in France until October 168
when Louis X1V revoked the Edict of Nantes wit
the Edict of Fontainebleau.

The Edict of Fontainebleau made Protestantism
llegal in France. As a result, over 20,000
protestants fled France in a twear period.

Upon leaving France, Huguenot craftsmen tool
with them knowledge of important techniques
and styles in silk, plate glass, silversmithing,
watchmaking, and cabinet making. This had a
significant impact on industry in the regions to
which they relocated.
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their hnome in La Rochelle, France. When this was discovered, Pierre was imprisoned, al
property was confiscated by the government. Catholic friends were able to get him relea:s

and he joined his family in England.
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family left France. When he returned home to La
Rochelle, he discovered his family was gone.
Augustus decided to travel to the British colonies,
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grandfather, was the first Jay in America.

Augustus became a prominent businessman and
married Anna Maria Bayard in 1697. Like many othe
Huguenot refugees, he joined the Anglican Church
and attended regularly.
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Huguenot businessman. He left France for England in 16
at the age of 20 and quickly established a trading firm in
Bristol, England. Stephen traded in commodities in Americ

England and Barbados. Augustus ran the American side

the enterprise.

At the beginning of the ¥&entury he was one of the five
wealthiest people in Britain. Upon his death he left a sizab
estate to his wife and daughter.




Peter Jay was born in 1704 and was the only son o
Augustus and Anna Marika. Like most sons of
wealthy citizens, Peter was educated by tutors.

At the age of eighteen Peter was sent to Bristol,
England to live with his aunt and uncle, Francoise
Jay Peloguin and Stephen Peloguin.

Peter became a very successful New York
businessman trading in clothing, timber, flax, wheat
and furs in Europe and throughout the colonies.
Peter and his wife Mary had ten children, including
John Jay.



