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Morris’s father was a wealthy 
landowner which gave 
Gouverneur access to the finest 
education of the time. In 1764 
at the age of 12 he entered 
King’s College, which today is 
Columbia University.  He 
graduated in 1768 and received 
a master’s degree in 1771. He 
studied law with Judge William 
Smith and attained admission 
to the bar in 1775. Morrisania





Both men became involved in politics early in the fight for 
independence.  Morris was on the First Provincial Congress in 
New York in 1775.  

In 1774 Jay had been elected to the New York Committee of 
Correspondence.  

While Jay held more moderate political views then Morris, both 
men supported separation from Britain after attempts at 
reconciliation had failed.







Hickey was  arrested  for  passing  counterfeit  money   and while  in  
prison  bragged  about  the  plot  to  other  prisoners.  One  of   them  
alerted  the  authorities  and  Hickey  was  quickly court-martialed.  One  
of  his  coconspirators  testified  against  him  and  Hickey  was  quickly 
convicted  and  hanged.  

Over  20,000  people  attended  the  hanging.  None  of  the  other  
soldiers  were  ever   tried.
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“The finish given to the style and arrangement of the Constitution 
fairly belongs to the pen of Mr. Morris. A better choice could not 
have been made.”

-James Madison



Morris had mixed feelings about the final draft of the 
Constitution, but he did believe in the need for one, centralized 
government.  In 1803 he wrote:

“In adopting a republican form of government, I not only took it 
as man does his wife, for better, for worse, but what few men do 

with their wives, I took it knowing all its bad qualities.” 





Morris has not forgotten you.  He is busy; and daily employed in 
making oblations to Venus.” 

-John Jay to Robert Livingston February 16, 1779



The following year Morris was in a carriage accident that resulted in his 
leg being amputated below the knee.  Learning of this while in Spain, Jay 
wrote: 

“News of Governeur’s leg has been a tax on my heart.  I am 
almost tempted to wish he had lost something else.” 

-John Jay to Robert Morris, September 16, 1780



Sarah Apthorp Morton 



His most well documented relationship was with French novelist Comtesse Adelaide de 
Flahaut.  Her husband was a count, 30 years her senior.  As a result of his job in the royal 
court , the count had two apartments in the Louvre, one for him and one for Adelaide and 
her many visitors. 



“Go to the Louvre… we take the Chance of Interruption and celebrate in 
the Passage while [Mademoiselle] is at the Harpsichord in the Drawing 
Room. The husband is below. Visitors are hourly expected. The Doors are 
all open.” 

-Gouverneur Morris’s Diary

Notes for context: Mademoiselle is Adelaide’s daughter.  “Celebrate“ is Morris’s 
euphemism for intercourse.



In October of 1794, Morris left Paris. He  traveled throughout Europe 
for four years visiting various friends and acquaintances. One of his 
last diary entries before he departs for New York in October 1798, tells 
of one last European tryst, 

“On my Return call on Madame Ishlaer and tho’ I make but a short Visit, 
she is extremely well pleased with it. I gave her indeed three Times a 
good Reason to be satisfied.”





In 1787 at the Federal Constitutional Convention, Morris was more direct and 
unrelenting when it came to his views on slavery.   When it came to the enslaved 
being represented in the congress he said: 

“Upon what principle is it that the slaves shall be computed in the representation? Are 
they men? Then make them Citizens & let them vote. Are they property? Why then is 
no other property included? The Houses in this city (Philada.) are worth more than all 
the wretched slaves which cover the rice swamps of South Carolina.

The admission of slaves into the Representation when fairly explained comes to this: 
that the inhabitant of Georgia and South Carolina who goes to the Coast of Africa, and 
in defiance of the most sacred laws of humanity tears away his fellow creatures from 
their dearest connections & dam(n)s them to the most cruel bondages, shall have 
more votes in a Govt. instituted for protection of the rights of mankind, than the 
Citizen of Pa. or N[ew] Jersey who views with a laudable horror, so nefarious a 
practice.”



After Morris returned from Europe in late 1798, he purchased 
two slaves.  His practice in regard to slavery was to immediately 
manumit them but bind them to indentures for a period of 
time.  He paid them wages, which appear in his account books.  
He also periodically hired free black men to work on the 
Morrisania farm.











In 1793, Nancy lived near Farmville, Virginia, with her sister Judith and Judith's 
husband Richard Randolph on a plantation called Bizarre.  In April, Richard 
Randolph and Nancy were accused of murdering a newborn baby which was said 
to be the product of an affair between the two.

Richard stood trial and was an acquittal.  Three years later in 1796 Richard 
Randolph died suddenly.  

Both Nancy and Judith were suspected of murder, but nothing was ever proven.  
Nancy remained at Bizarre after her brother-in-law's death but was asked to 
leave by Judith in 1805.  

Nancy traveled north and lived in Connecticut before agreeing in 1809 to work as 
a housekeeper for Morris, whom she had known in her youth.







In 1791 an Englishman wrote that he had met:

“Mr. Morris, an American, a gentleman-like sensible man, who 
lost a leg in consequence of jumping from a window in an affair of 
gallantry.”
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